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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

The Wisconsin Lions Missions Summer Meeting and Lunch scheduled for Sunday,  

August 9, 2020  in Allenton, WI was unfortunately cancelled due to the pandemic. We 
want to thank Lion Brenda Rumppe and her crew for volunteering, and are praying you 
would all stay safe and healthy! Obviously there are no minutes for this newsletter. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WISCONSIN LIONS MISSIONS POLO SHIRTS and CAPS 

 

Anyone wishing to order a shirt can do so by contacting Erling Isely:  
aneisely@aol.com  

608-846-4571  
617 Russell St., Deforest, WI 53532  

These are the gold polo shirts with the Lions logo and your name on the front and 
WISCONSIN LIONS MISSIONS silk screened on the back  

Cost: Sizes Small thru XL $27.00 men's and ladies’ sizes  
XXL and above $29.00 men’s and ladies’ sizes  

Order the size you would buy in a department or clothing store. State the name you wish 
to have printed on the front.  

CAPS are $10 
Checks should be made out to: Wisconsin Lions Missions  

Erling Isely 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Wisconsin Lions Missions Chairman’s Chat 

Bill Taubman, President                                                                       N3391 Pine Tree Lane 
715-468-2910                           wct38@centurytel.net                       Shell Lake, WI  54871  

 

SOME THOUGHTS 

 
 

WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
  Well, there is a lot happening but just not much with WLM. What is happening seems 
to be all about Covid 19 and elections. So far I have heard little about either that I like 
but I believe that as people and as a country we are strong enough to survive both. And 
though WLM is sitting on the sidelines with our hands somewhat tied, we also will be back 
at work serving people in the hopefully not too distant future. 
 We had a very successful and enjoyable mission in Guatemala in early February just 
before Covid struck. As you know we chose to cancel the summer meeting as a safety 
precaution and may have to do the same with our annual January meeting, though that 
decision will not be made just yet. Stay tuned! 
 The only thing that has been happening is that we have continued to collect items 
for the Pine Ridge Reservation. Right now one trailer is packed to the roof and we have 
enough stuff in a storage unit to fill another trailer. The problem is that the Reservation 
is still closed down though Bob and Mary Epps think we soon will be able to get permission 
to take loads out there. As soon as we can we will! 
 There certainly have been enough natural disasters in the south this summer for our 
Emergency Response Team to do some work but there again, Covid got in our way. I 
certainly wouldn't ask any Lion to engage in that kind of activity at this time. Hopefully by 
next summer our lives and our Lions service programs will return to some new normal that 
will allow us to get back to work. 
 
 
BACKPACK PROGRAM 
 A year ago now we launched an effort to raise money for the backpack meal program 
at Pine Ridge. Bob and Mary Epps at the Families Working Together Foundation on the 
Reservation were preparing weekend meals for the younger children in school. They were 
preparing over 200 meals every Friday for the kids to take home for the weekend. 
Without those “backpack meals” most of those kids would have had little to eat all 
weekend. With our hastily launched effort we raised $25,001 to support the program. 
Epps' said that without our very generous support they wouldn't have been able to 
continue all year.  It is important that we do it even bigger and better this year! 
 In the next week or so an email will go out to all club presidents and secretaries, and 
possibly all WI Lions, asking again for donations. You people receiving this newsletter will 



be absolutely essential in making this a success again! Once again we will be asking for a 
small minimum donation of $100 from every club and we will welcome donations from 
Districts, individuals, and whoever else cares about these children. While we will always 
take donations for this program I would like most/all of it in by Dec. 1st. 
 The tax deductible donations should be made out to “Wisconsin Lions Missions” and 
sent to me. Bill Taubman, N3391 Pine Tree Lane, Shell Lake 54871. Please promote this 
effort in every way you can! 
 
DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS 
      Rudy Kessler, WLM treasure, is sending a notice to the District Governors asking again 
for a $500 donation to WLM.  If there is any way you are or could be involved in making 
that happen please do so.   
 
 
 
 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to Haiti 

Rudy Kessler, Coordinator                                                            24032 Poquette Lake Road     
715-468-4496                        kessfarm@centurytel.net                                Shell Lake, WI 

 
Nothing to report on Haiti at this time 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Wamblee, SD 

Erling Isely, Coordinator                                                                                 617 Russell St. 
608-846-4571                                   aneisely@aol.com                        Deforest, WI  53532 
                                                                   

 

The reservation has been in total lock down since early summer. No one can enter or leave 
without a permit issued by the Tribal Council. The concern is that half of the adult 
population are diabetic or in some other way compromised. As a result of this action they 
have had very few cases of corona virus and few deaths. 
 
Bob and Mary are permitted to leave to purchase food for the backpack lunch program. 
They are serving about 400 kids every weekend in large part due to the generosity of 
Wisconsin Lions Mission efforts. 
 
We have secured about 50 beds from UW Madison and have two trailers filled with items 
for the reservation.  They will be delivered when it is deemed safe to do so. 
 



At this time there are no missions planned. Schools are by virtual learning only.  The 
earliest we can get back there will likely be next fall.  We have every intention of 
continuing our Missions when conditions permit. 
 
 

“Needs For Families Working Together” on the Pine Ridge Reservation 
 

Single mattresses 

Sewing machines 

Fabrics 

            Cotton 

            Cotton/Polyester 

            Fleece 

            Denim 

            Used Jeans 

            Baby blankets 

Sewing supplies 

            Simple patterns 

               (all sizes—used is ok.) 

            Threads (need not be full spools) 

            Quilt pattern books (Simple ones) 

            Mirror to use to check “fit” 

Kitchen supplies 

            Dishes 

            Pots and Pans 

            Mixing bowls 

            Canning jars and lids 

            Canner with lid 

            Cookie sheets 

             

            Cookie jars or tins          

            Pitchers, glasses, and cups 

            Dishtowels and dish cloths 

Clothing: 

            Newborn Babies:  Blankets, Booties, 

“Sleepers” 

            Laundry soaps 

            Towels  

            Shower curtains 

              (plastic with shower curtain hooks)   

 Bedding: 

            Twin and bunk: Sheets, blankets, 

                  Pillowcases, Pillows 

             Infant/Toddler:  Everything!! 

             Kindergarten through High School! 

             All ages and sizes for both Men and Women. 

 Shoes and Boots: 

             All sizes, gently used !!    Extra Shoelaces. 

             Shoe Polish 

Winter coats and Jackets, mittens, gloves, scarves, 

hats, caps,etc. All sizes and types. 

Age appropriate toys for all ages:   Puzzles, books, 

Dolls, games, crafts, etc. 

 

Kids Books and Videos 

            Coloring Books 

            Crayons: Fat and Skinny! 

            School scissors (blunt and sharp) 

            Pencils 

            Chalk—White and Colors 

            Pencil Sharpener 

            Blackboard and erasers 

Clothing:  All sizes: Women, men, kids, teens, 

                        and babies 

Hygiene needs: 

            Hand soaps, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, 

etc. 

 Outside Needs: 

            Rakes, shovels, hoses, hoes, hammers, hand 

saws, clotheslines, and posts 

            30 Gallon gas LP water tank 

            Shower stools 

            Canes 

            Crutches 

            Walkers 

            Wheelchairs 

            Canes 

 

 

  

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to Guatemala 

Gary Donaldson, Coordinator                                          635 Winding Waters Way 
 920-634-6030                         gdonaldson42@mac.com                     DePere, WI 54115                              

 

Joint Wisconsin/Minnesota Lions Eyeglass Mission 
 

Well, I’m back and happy to be so.  I’m grateful to Steve McCabe for trusting in me to 
continue the fine work he has done as coordinator of the Mission to Guatemala project. 
 
I can report that the mission to Guatemala originally scheduled for the spring of 2021 has 
been cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic.  The next mission to Guatemala is penciled 
in for the third week of April, 2022.  In the meantime, the Minnesota Lions mission to 
Guatemala group has begun the process of forming an official 501C3 organization.  Jim 
Mulroy, their executive director, is keeping me informed and has put me in contact with 
other board members and volunteers.  Jim is in regular communication with the non-profit 
group, Friends of San Lucas, in Guatemala and will work with them to choose a mission 
destination for 2022.   
 



I will communicate additional information to the Wisconsin Lions Missions to Latin America 
group as soon as proper planning for the 2022 begins in earnest. 
 
 
   

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to El Salvador/Dominican Republic 

Tom Bredesen, Coordinator                 809 Fox Hills Drive 
715-546-3735                        tbrede49@hotmail.com                     Sun City Center, FL 33573 
 
 

I recently had an email from a woman in El Salvador anxious to assist with a future 
eyeglass project there. The Dominican Republic will also be a good option for us in a post-
pandemic world. As soon as there is a vaccine for this virus, that provides some degree of 
safety for participants, we will try to move forward. 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Missions Finances 
       

       

  7-1-20 Thru 6-30-21    
Start 
Balance 

   Checking & Savings Accounts 7/1/2020 $30,386.37  

       

Income        
        
 8/10/2020  Donation  Boulder Junction Lions $250.00  
 8/10/2020  Donation  Winona University $50.00  
 9/1/2020  Donation  Sugar Camp Lions $100.00  
 9/1/2020  Donation  Pine Ridge food-20 $1,000.00  
        
       

    Total    

    Income  $1,400.00  

        

Expenses      

        

 7/24/2029 2453 Bill Taubman   
Nebraska glasses 
pickup $959.26  

        

        

    Total    

     Expenses  $959.26  



        

        

Balance as of 6-30-
19  10/1/2020     

  Checking & Savings Accounts   $30,827.11  

        

        

        

        

   Accounts Receivable   

       

     27-A1 $2,000.00  

         

     Total $2,000.00  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


