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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

The Wisconsin Lions Missions Summer Meeting and Lunch will be Sunday, August 9th at 
Alma’s Café, 751 Church St., Allenton Wi, 53002. Meeting at 10 am followed by 

 Lunch at 11:30 am. (Please note details and RSVP date immediately following.)  
 

 

Wisconsin Missions Summer Cookout/Meeting 
 
Missions Members, 
 We are staying positive and planning the summer cookout and meeting. We will keep all of you up to 
date in case it would be necessary to change the date or place due to Covid. The meeting information and the 
lodging information are listed below. We hope to see all of you in August. If you have any questions, please 
call Lion Brenda Rumppe at 262-305-1101 cell or 262-338-8394 home. 
 
Cookout: Saturday, August 8th  
*At Lions Terry and Laura Peters’ House (Thank you Lions Terry and Laura for opening your home to us!)  
 4431 Trillium Lane, Slinger, WI  
*If possible, please park on the road and walk up the driveway. 
*4:00 pm -? 
*We will be having a make your own taco bar.  
*Please, bring a dish to pass and a lawn chair! 
 
Meeting and Lunch: Sunday, August 9th 
*At Alma’s Café 
*751 Church St., Allenton Wi, 53002 
*Meeting at 10 am 
*Lunch at 11:30 am - cost to follow 
*RSVP for Cookout and Sunday Lunch By: August 1st to: 
 Lion Brenda Rumppe, 27A2 Missions Chairperson Cell: 262-305-1101 or  
  Home: 262-338-8394 
*Places to stay near Slinger/Allenton Area: 
 Super 8 by Wyndham 
  • Address: 1539 E Sumner St, Hartford, WI 53027 
  • Phone: (262) 709-8209 
 Cobblestone Inn and Suites 
  • Address: 101 Park Ave, Hartford, WI 53027 
  • Phone: (262) 670-6010 
 Comfort Inn & Suites Jackson 
  • Address: W227 N 16890 Tillie Lake Crt, Jackson, WI 53037 



  • Phone: (262) 423-6036 
 Country Inn & Suites by Radisson, West Bend, WI 
  • Address: 2000 Gateway Court, West Bend, WI 53095 
  • Phone: (262) 334-9400 
 Hampton Inn & Suites West Bend 
  • Address: 1975 South 18th Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095 
  • Phone: (262) 438-1500 

 

 

Annual Winter Meeting Minutes – Lions Camp, Rocholt, Wisconsin – January 11, 2020 

 
WLM President Lion Bill Taubman called the meeting to order at 9:43am. 
Introductions were made. 
The Secretary’s Report was emailed to all members.  Lion Jim LeJeune made a motion to approve 
the minutes from the August meeting.  Lion Larry Franke seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 
Lion Rudy Kessler gave the treasurer’s report.  There was an ending balance of $29,573.01 in the 
checking and savings accounts.  4 districts have not yet paid their assessments.  Lion Clark 
Pettersen made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Motion seconded by Lion Jim LeJeune.  
Motion approved. 
There are no further missions scheduled for Nicaragua or El Salvador. 
In February 2020, there will be a mission going to Chimaltenango, Guatemala.  Lions from Minnesota 
and Wisconsin make up the mission crew.   
No missions are planned for 2020 in Haiti. 
Lion Erling Isely gave a report on the trip to Pine Ridge in October 2019.  About 800 people were 
served.  Another trip is being looked at for May and/or September 2020.  Lion Erling and Bill have 
been asked to do a presentation for the South Dakota State Lions Convention.  Over $18,000 was 
collected for Families Working Together.  Please collect paper bags for the lunches to be packed 
in. 
Lion Tom Bredesen is working on a possible mission in the Dominican Republic. 
Lion Bill Taubman is working on a possible mission to Costa Rica. 
All eyeglass equipment is accounted for. 
Lion Steve McCabe said the 2020 Guatemala mission will be his last as a mission coordinator.  Lion 
Gary Donaldson will take over as mission coordinator.  Thank you. 
President Lion Bill received a message from the Roche A Cri Lions asking about getting corrective 
glasses for a future mission to Africa.  Future mission for WLM? 
The eyeglass recycling trailer is in good condition.  Glasses were picked up in South Dakota, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. 
The summer meeting location is yet to be determined. 
A motion to adjourn was accepted by a round of applause. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lion Val LeJeune 
 

 



 

WISCONSIN LIONS MISSIONS POLO SHIRTS and CAPS 

 

Anyone wishing to order a shirt can do so by contacting Erling Isely:  
aneisely@aol.com  

608-846-4571  
617 Russell St., Deforest, WI 53532  

These are the gold polo shirts with the Lions logo and your name on the front and 
WISCONSIN LIONS MISSIONS silk screened on the back  

Cost: Sizes Small thru XL $27.00 men's and ladies’ sizes  
XXL and above $29.00 men’s and ladies’ sizes  

Order the size you would buy in a department or clothing store. State the name you wish 
to have printed on the front.  

CAPS are $10 
Checks should be made out to: Wisconsin Lions Missions  

Erling Isely 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Missions Chairman’s Chat 

Bill Taubman, President                                                                       N3391 Pine Tree Lane 
715-468-2910                           wct38@centurytel.net                       Shell Lake, WI  54871  

 

SOME THOUGHTS 

 
 Well, what's next? First it is drug cartels and other gangsters and now it is COVID 19. Not sure 
which one I want to confront, preferably neither, but the reality is that both represent obstacles to 
Wisconsin Lions Missions. We just have to think both creatively and carefully as we move forward. 
 Until this virus came along it looked like we had several potential options for future missions and I 
guess they are all still there but only after we're comfortable with the status of COVID19. And sadly, that 
may be a while. I expect that some of our mission leaders are writing about these potential spots but in 
summary, Tom Bredesen has some things moving in the Dominican Republic and has been communicating with 
people in El Salvador again; Jim Mulroy and Gary Donaldson have some good plans for returning to Guatemala; 
and there seemingly is no end to what can be done on the reservation. So, there are lots of ways we can 
continue to serve when and where it is safe to do so. 
 I have had several calls about taking things to Pine Ridge. So far I have been telling people to bring 
what they have to me and we will just put it all in the trailer. Whenever it is full and it is possible to get on 
the Reservation we will make a run out there. I am waiting on a call from the University telling me that they 
have mattresses to give away again. We will plan to get all that we can haul as they have a dire need for 
them. And I expect to have another “back pack” food drive again this fall.  
 Thinking of Pine Ridge, I expect many of you have heard that Erling Isely has some serious health 
problems. He is being treated for pancreatic cancer. In my last conversation with him he told me that it was 



discovered very early and he is very optimistic about a complete recovery. Keep him in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 Brenda Rummpe and Terry Peters have some really great plans for our summer picnic and meeting. 
Hopefully the pandemic has calmed down a little by then, but in any case, we will do our best with the social 
distancing and being careful. It is always good to see everyone and get updates on all that is going on. Until 
then, stay safe and stay healthy! 
 
 
 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to Haiti 

Rudy Kessler, Coordinator                                                            24032 Poquette Lake Road     
715-468-4496                        kessfarm@centurytel.net                                Shell Lake, WI 
 

Haiti News 
Due to Covid-19 we will not be doing any trips to Haiti this year.  From what I have been able to learn, the 
virus is just getting started there.  We will need to see how all this plays out before we can make any plans 
for a 2021 mission. 

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Wamblee, SD 

Erling Isely, Coordinator                                                                                 617 Russell St. 
608-846-4571                                   aneisely@aol.com                        Deforest, WI  53532 
                                                                   

 
At this time the Pine Ridge is only accessible by special permit.  Bob & Mary are allowed to go to Rapid City 
for food for the kids meals program.  At this time the hope is to do an eye glass Mission in early October. 
This would take place in Oglala and possibly Pine Ridge High School.  
Families working together are beginning their gardening project for the summer. They have a hoop house on 
order as well as fencing for their outdoor gardens. I am trying to enlist the South Dakota Lions in this 
project.  There is also a push to clean up Wanblee of the drug and alcohol problems as well as clean up the 
town of delapitated buildings and messy vacant lots.  The Tribal council and police are behind this and a lot of 
the work will be done as community service.  There will likely be opportunities for Lions to get involved as 
well. 
 
On a personal note I am not sure how much if any traveling I will be able to do.  I  have early stage 
pancreatic cancer and have just started 6 months of chemo to be followed by surgery. Very optimistic about 
the outcome but will be a long process.  I will be looking for someone to take on this project in the meantime. 

 
 

“Needs For Families Working Together” 
 

Single mattresses 

Sewing machines 

Fabrics 

            Cotton 

            Cotton/Polyester 

            Fleece 

            Denim 

            Used Jeans 

            Cookie jars or tins          

            Pitchers, glasses, and cups 

            Dishtowels and dish cloths 

Clothing: 

            Newborn Babies:  Blankets, Booties, 

“Sleepers” 

            Laundry soaps 

            Towels  

Kids Books and Videos 

            Coloring Books 

            Crayons: Fat and Skinny! 

            School scissors (blunt and sharp) 

            Pencils 

            Chalk—White and Colors 

            Pencil Sharpener 

            Blackboard and erasers 



            Baby blankets 

Sewing supplies 

            Simple patterns 

               (all sizes—used is ok.) 

            Threads (need not be full spools) 

            Quilt pattern books (Simple ones) 

            Mirror to use to check “fit” 

Kitchen supplies 

            Dishes 

            Pots and Pans 

            Mixing bowls 

            Canning jars and lids 

            Canner with lid 

            Cookie sheets 

             

            Shower curtains 

              (plastic with shower curtain hooks)   

 Bedding: 

            Twin and bunk: Sheets, blankets, 

                  Pillowcases, Pillows 

             Infant/Toddler:  Everything!! 

             Kindergarten through High School! 

             All ages and sizes for both Men and Women. 

 Shoes and Boots: 

             All sizes, gently used !!    Extra Shoelaces. 

             Shoe Polish 

Winter coats and Jackets, mittens, gloves, scarves, 

hats, caps,etc. All sizes and types. 

Age appropriate toys for all ages:   Puzzles, books, 

Dolls, games, crafts, etc. 

 

Clothing:  All sizes: Women, men, kids, teens, 

                        and babies 

Hygiene needs: 

            Hand soaps, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, 

etc. 

 Outside Needs: 

            Rakes, shovels, hoses, hoes, hammers, hand 

saws, clotheslines, and posts 

            30 Gallon gas LP water tank 

            Shower stools 

            Canes 

            Crutches 

            Walkers 

            Wheelchairs 

            Canes 

 

 

  

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to Guatemala 

Steve McCabe, Coordinator                                    806 South Apple Avenue 
 715-384-4945                      stevejmccabe@hotmail.com                 Marshfield, WI  54449                               

 

Joint Wisconsin/Minnesota  Lions Eyeglass Mission 

Chimaltenango, Guatemala 
(Feb.15-23,2020) 

The weekend of February 15th, 23 Wisconsin and Minnesota Lions flew into Guatemala City and arrived at 
the Raddison Hotel. Ten days earlier the US Consulate warned about traveling to the City of 
Chimaltenango. Six Lions canceled (two of which were eye doctors) and one Lion had medical problems. Thank 
heavens we still had along Dr. Alan Ehrhardt! 
 
On Sunday the 16th, a mid size bus pulled up to the Radisson and we packed in like sardines. We only had 
room for the medical equipment inside the bus, plus half of our luggage was tied with ropes to a metal rack 
on top of our bus. The other half of our luggage had to wait for a ride in the back of a pickup truck. After a 
ninety minute ride through the mountains we were delivered to our lovely Hotel and Restaurant La Villa 
located on the very edge of Chimaltenango City. 
 
Sunday afternoon we set up our mission site at a church's auditorium located at the city's central park. This 
was wedged between the cathedral and government offices in downtown Chimaltenango (population 46,000).  
We were worried that there would not be many people to be served on Monday morning. When we arrived at 
8:00AM, there were people backed up for three blocks and 3-4 people wide. That's the way it was repeated 
the rest of the week. What made this mission unique was that we were really serving the poorest of the poor 
- many were Mayan Indians of Guatemala. Our mission site city is located about 5,000 feet above sea level 
with a moderate climate (mid 70's in the day and low 60's at night). The Lions gave out over 2,300 pair of 
eyeglasses, including 200 pair of sunglasses given to only those who worked outside for a living. 
 
I also want to thank our two Guatemala Lions Clubs - The New Century Lions Club of Guatemala City and our 
hosts the Chimaltenango Lions Club. These two clubs made it possible for we American Lions to have this 
great eyeglass mission. All I can say is "What an experience!" 
 
Lion Steve McCabe - WI Lions Group Leader                                  Lion Jim  Mulroy - MN Lions Group Leader  
 



 
 

    
 

 

 

Wisconsin Lions Eyeglass Mission to El Salvador 

Tom Bredesen, Coordinator                 809 Fox Hills Drive 
715-546-3735                        tbrede49@hotmail.com                     Sun City Center, FL 33573 
 

Dominican Republic and El Salvador 
 
In January 2020, Miriam and I participated in an eyeglass project in western Dominican Republic. After that 
church-sponsored project we met with a group of DR Lions District Governors and discussed the possibility 
of an eyeglass project run by Wisconsin Lions Missions for the end of January 2021.  
 
After seeing a slide presentation of one of our past projects the group was excited about the opportunity. 
They had a facility in mind near the Capital of Santo Domingo, and ideas were being discussed for the 
responsibilities of local clubs in organizing food, transportation, and a hotel. Due to the virus, these plans are 
now on hold. 



In El Salvador, a former employee of the US Embassy in San Salvador, who now lives in Orlando with her two 
daughters, returned to El Salvador in February to discuss an eyeglass mission.  
 
She had a productive meeting with the Administrative Assistant to the First Lady, and plans were laid for 
the possibility of a Wisconsin Lions Mission eyeglass project to be held at the end of February, 2021. These 
plans are now on hold. 
 
Both of these projects appeared to have enough support to be viable, that is until Covid-19 took center stage 
in all of our lives. My feeling is that it is not likely that we will be able to complete an eyeglass mission safely 
until there is a vaccine for this virus. So I am disappointed, but I understand that both of these projects 
must remain on hold. 
 

 

Wisconsin Lions Missions Finances 

 
       

7-1-19 Thru 6-30-20      

  Checking & Savings Accounts 7/1/2019 
Start 
Bal. $29,811.51  

       

Income        

       

7/2/2019  Pineridge   tents  $1,159.00  

7/2/2019  Donation  Sheboygon Lions  $50.00  

7/13/2019  Pineridge  tents  $675.00  

7/26/2019  Pineridge  tents  $425.00  

7/26/2019  Deposit  Shirts-caps  $84.00  

8/5/2019  Deposit  
Mn. For Glasses 
shipment  $1,200.00  

8/5/2019  Deposit  
Individual $ for 
Guatamula  $875.00  

8/13/2019  Deposit  Nebraska for Glasses pickup $300.00  

9/3/2019  Pineridge  tents  $150.00  

9/3/2019  Deposit  Shirts-caps  $54.00  

10/1/2019  Pineridge  
donation-Rice Lake 
Lions  $500.00  

10/18/2019  Contribution  27-D1  $500.00  

10/22/2019  Contribution  27-A2--B2--D2  $1,500.00  

10/22/2019  Donation  DeForest Lions  $1,000.00  

11/1/2019  Contribution  27-E2  $500.00  

11/1/2019  Donation  Marshfield Lions  $200.00  

11/18/2019  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $3,875.00  

11/22/2019  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $3,700.00  

11/27/2019  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $3,313.00  

12/4/2019  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $2,950.00  

12/4/2019  Contribution  27-B1  $500.00  

12/9/2019  Deposit  Shirts-caps  $30.00  

12/9/2019  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $725.00  

12/18/2019  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $660.00  



1/6/2020  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $500.00  

1/31/2020  Deposit  Pineridge--Food  $6,928.00  

2/25/2020  Contribution  27-C2  $500.00  

2/25/2020  Donation  Hillsboro Lions  $100.00  

2/25/2020  Donation  Sparta Lions  $200.00  

2/25/2020  Donation  Coon Valley Lions  $100.00  

2/28/2020  Contribution  27-C1  $500.00  

2/28/2020  Donation  Rice Lake Lions  $100.00  

2/28/2020  Donation  27-C1--Guatamula  $2,100.00  

4/14/2020  Contribution  27-E1  $500.00  

4/14/2020  Donation  West Allis Lions  $50.00  
        

        

   Total Income  $36,503.00  

        

Expenses       

        

7/1/2019 2422 Bill Taubman   Trailer Expense to Pineridge  $1,392.00  

7/1/2019 2423 Sharon Kessler  Annual Report Filing  $10.00  

7/19/2019 2424 Bill Taubman  Pineridge--tents  $3,325.00  

7/19/2019 2424 Bill Taubman  Trailer  $51.00  

7/25/2019 2425 Rudy Kessler  Trailer-Light  $5.48  

7/26/2019 2426 Bill Taubman  Pineridge trip + glasses   $1,180.96  

8/4/2019 2427 Printware  Shirts-caps  $165.00  

8/4/2019 2428 
Wisc. Nicaragua 
Partners VOID In memory Brad Martin VOID   

8/10/2019 2429 Sharon Kessler  
Label Printer for a 
screener  $200.98  

8/10/2019 2430 Jim Mulroy  
12 participants 
Guatemala  $1,500.00  

8/17/2019 2431 UPS  
Guatemala Glass 
shipment  $586.26  

8/25/2019 2432 Steve McCabe  Guatemala Customs  $215.00  

9/9/2019 2433 Steve McCabe  Guatemala Shipment  $202.00  

9/10/2019 2434 Printware  Shirts-caps  $87.00  

10/1/2019 2435 Grinnell Mutual  Trailer Insurance  $190.00  

10/18/2019 2436 Acuity Insurance  Equipment  $516.00  

10/21/2019 2437 UPS Supply Chain  Glasses--Guatemala  $892.42  

10/31/2019 2438 Rice Lake Lions  Donation Return  $400.00  

11/18/2019 2439 Erling Isely  Pineridge Expense  $72.84  

11/18/2019 2440 Registration fee trust  Trailer License  $104.50  

11/29/2019 2441 Burnett Dairy  Pineridge--Food  $336.00  

11/30/2019 2442 Sam's Club  Pineridge--Food  $1,086.06  

12/2/2019 2443 Smith Apple Orchard  Pineridge--Food  $110.00  

12/3/2019 2444 FWT  Pineridge--Food  $12,000.00  

12/19/2019 2445 WLF  Meeting room Rental  $35.00  

1/5/2020 2446 Bill Taubman  Misc postage  $55.00  

1/13/2020 2447 Jim Mulroy  Guatemala-eye drops  $159.50  

1/19/2020 2448 Jim Mulroy  
Guatemala-12 
Participants  $1,500.00  

1/31/2020 2449 Wisc. Nicaragua Partners Replaces Check 2428  $475.00  

1/31/2020 2450 FWT  Pineridge-Food  $9,118.94  

1/31/2020  Cancel payment  Check 2428  $25.00  



2/4/2020 2451 Sharon Kessler  Corporate filing  $10.00  

3/2/2020 2452 Steve McCabe  Mission Expenses  $121.20  

        

        

        

    Total Expenses  $36,128.14  

        

        

Balance as of 4/21/2020      

 Checking & Savings Accounts    $30,186.37  

        

        

        

        

 Accounts Receivable    

       

    27-A1  $2,000.00  

         

    Total  $2,000.00  

 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


